
 
 

Eduard Charles Strauss – “Uncle Bud” 
(1921-1944) 

 



(Note: Uncle Bud’s first name is incorrect in the some of the IL Tech and also some US Government records as “Edward”) 

 

Eduard Charles Strauss – “Uncle Bud” 
 
Loving Son of: 
 
Harry Morris (“Grampa”) Strauss (1887-1968) 
Eloise (“Nana”) Gueringer-Strauss (1895-1981) - Also a proud member of the “Gold Star 
Mothers” 
 
Loving Brother of: 
 
Shirley Mannette 
Helene Clegg 
Beryle McGreevy 
Marilyn Barbato 
 
Loving Uncle of: 
 
Robert and Gary Barbato 
Diane George 
 
Eddie, Ricky, and Tom Mannette 
Eloise Enget 
 
Kim Mertel and Steve McGreevy 
 
Great Uncle of: 
 
Pierce Barbato 
Stella Barbato 
 
Gabriel Barbato 
Helene Barbato 
Mariah Barbato 
 
Jarad George 
Jason George 
Jordan George 
 
Joe Mertel 
Linde Mertel 
Tom Mertel 
 



 
 

BIOGRAPHY of Uncle Bud: 
 
 
Date of Birth: January 20, 1921 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
 
Secondary Education: Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, IL 
 
Degree: B.S. in Mechanical Engineering; Class of 1942. 
 
Uncle Bud was also a member of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineering (ASME).  He claimed Illinois as his home state, as he 
spent most of his life in the Chicago area. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
A scan of Uncle Bud’s 1942 yearbook showing himself and nine other of his classmates 

 



 



 



 
 
Uncle Bud at IL Tech – date unknown.  Photo credit: Gary Barbato; taken via smart-phone 
camera of a framed wall photo in his mother’s home (Aunt Marilyn) 



 
 

A modern day Illinois Tech photo of a running event and autumn tree colors.  IL Tech is 
presently a center of learning in the fields of Computer-Science and IT. 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Military Service (1942-1944): 
 
Bud was inducted into the US Army Air Corp/Air Force in late 1942 
and he began aviation pilot training with the 15th Air Force (AF).  He 
flew his missions with the 47th Bomb Wing (BW) of which the 450th 
Bombing Group (BG) was a branch; and the 720th Squadron, which 
was a branch of the 450th BG.  Further information follows: 
 



 
 
 
Bud’s particular 450th Bombing Group (BG) and his 720th Squadron 
(SQ) was operational from the Manduria, Italy airfield between 
December 1943 to May 1945 (when Germany unconditionally 
surrendered). 



B  



 

 
 
 
In the 720th Squadron (SQ), many aircrews of ten each per B-24 were 
formed.  Bud’s crew of ten crewmen was formed as such, and they 
were assigned to a B-24J Liberator Bomber aircraft, whereupon the 
new crew painted a chosen “nickname” for the airplane.   
 
Bud’s crew chose the moniker “Ruff ‘N Reddy” for their B-24-aircraft, 
and then it was christened as such before their maiden flight mission. 
 



 
A B-24 Liberator Bomber (the only defense armaments aboard these aircraft were 
Browning M1 machine-guns). 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 
Throughout the years of 1943 and 1944, vast numbers of B-24 squadrons as well 
as supporting B-17 squadrons flew missions originating from several airbases in 
southern Italy.  Many of their missions were to a major Allied target: the oil 
refineries surrounding Ploiesti, Romania (also often spelled as “Ploesti”): a major 
refinery complex location surrounding that city that was vital for the energy-
supplies and fuel for the war-machine of the Central Axis Powers (CAP), of which 
Germany was the major and formative-member of (The CAP Capital was Berlin, 
Germany). 
 
On the morning of August 17th, 1944, The Rough N’ Reddy B-24 lifted off from 
Manduria Airfield – a US Army Air Corp/15th Air Force airfield in south-eastern 
Italy near Manduria, Italy. 
 
They aerial re-grouped with the other B-24s in their 720th Squadron and 
proceeded northeast toward Ploiesti, Romania, with the mission-plan to bomb the 
Astro-Romani Refinery there. 



 
 

 
A few of the US Army Air Corp airbases in southern Italy surrounding the towns 
of Foggia and Cerignola are shown on the map above.  Bud’s missions with the 
720th SQ, however, originated from an airbase (taken over from the Axis Powers 
in 1943) near Manduria, Italy. 



 
 
The approximate mission route distance between Manduria Airfield, Italy; and 
Ploiesti, Romania was about 590 to 600 miles.  Thus, as the B-24 aircrews 
usually cruised at about 200 MPH and above 20,000 feet altitude (FL200), their 
mission flights to Ploiesti would have taken (including the aerial regrouping time) 
about 3 to 4 hours assuming a near-direct flight path was undertaken. Often, 
however, due to known anti-aircraft gun emplacements, the B-24 and B-17 
squadrons frequently had to fly non-direct flight-paths to their mission goal to 
avoid anti-aircraft fire and flack or attacks from Axis warplanes. 



Additional details are shown in this map image below: 
 

 
 
 
US Army Air Corp airfield bases were established in southern Italy following 
Italy’s surrender to the Allies ending the Mussolini regime in July 1943.  Former 
Axis airfields were taken over by the US Army Air Corp’s 15th Air Force and their 
various Bombing Wings and were employed for their various missions to achieve 
victory over Nazi Germany. 
 
Several of the 15th Air Force bases/airfields in southern Italy are shown in the 
map following: 



 

 
(Many of the 15th Air Force missions originated from airbases established surrounding 
Cerignola, Italy.  However, Bud’s 450th Bombing Group and its 720th Squadron missions 
originated near Manduria, Italy, not shown in either of the two maps above.) 



 

 
  
A squadron of B-24 Liberators at cruising altitude with contrails. These aircraft could fly 
nearly at modern airliner cruising altitudes of over 25,000 feet (actual service ceiling was 
28,000 ft.). B-24s had four - 14-cylinder (radial) engines (7 cylinders in two adjacent rows 
on each radial engine) made by Pratt & Whitney and had 1,000 horsepower each for a total 
HP of 4,000. 



 

 
 
Upon completing their bombing runs, the B-24 Liberators flew away from their 
targets and re-grouped for a return-to-base (RTB) back to Manduria Airfield, Italy. 
 
On the flight homeward, one of Bud’s gunners in Rough N’ Reddy was hit by 
gunfire.  This hit (and badly injured) gunner rapidly began to deteriorate in health, 



spurring the Rough N’ Reddy crew to fly an alternative and more direct flight-path 
back to base in Manduria, (southeastern) Italy.  In doing so they flew nearby 
Skopje, Yugoslavia (now the capital of the present day Republic of Macedonia), 
and their B-24 was then hit by flak from anti-aircraft batteries surrounding the city, 
and they went down and crashed just to the south of Skopje. 
 
All but one of the crewmembers were killed either as their B-24 broke-up and 
plunged toward the ground or were killed upon ground impact.  One of the ten 
crewmembers - a gunner also - managed to bail out of the aircraft before it crash-
landed, and he parachuted to the ground and was taken as a POW of the Axis for 
1 ½ years, and was released in May 1945. 
 
The nine crewmembers killed were later determined and designated by the US 
Army Air Corp as “killed-in-action” (KIA). 
 

 
 
Because the locals in Skopje witnessed the crash of the aircraft, they later 
managed to collect the remains of the killed aircrew and these remains were 
buried in a common grave near Skopje, Yugoslavia. 
 
After the end of World War II, in Europe (May 1945) upon the unconditional 
surrender of Germany, American bodies in Europe were exhumed and 



repatriated back to the United States in the ensuing post-war years.  
  
Earlier, an Allied invasion of Sicily began in July 1943, leading to the collapse of 
the Italian Fascist regime and the fall of Mussolini on 25 July 1943.  Thus, Allied 
airbases were established at former Axis airfields in southern Italy allowing for 
the very Allied bombing missions originating from southern Italy such as the 
mission Bud was killed during. 
 
The remains of Uncle Bud’s and his crewmates were repatriated back to the U.S. 
on the 13th Of December 1945 and were reburied in two common (co-mingled) 
graves at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, Saint Louis, Missouri.  The 
shared plots in Section 79 are numbers 439 and 440. Uncle Bud’s name “Eduard 
Charles Strauss” was etched along with five other crewmates on headstone 
number 439. 
 
(A few pages below begin a section containing considerable information pertaining to 
Uncle Bud’s burial at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri). 
 

 
 
 



 



(Previous Page: A “Missing Air Crew Report” (MACR) - #7951 - is shown pertaining to 
Uncle Bud’s particular downed B-24 Liberator aircraft “Rough ‘N Reddy” – the AAF Serial 
Number being shown as 44-40615.) 
 
 
 

 
(Please note that the correct date of the repatriation of the remains of Bud co-mingled 
with his other crewmembers was December 1945) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The official 450th Bombardment Group (BG) information webpage about Uncle Bud also 
shows his “Air Medal” (AM) bar, shown above.  He received this medal in addition to the 
Purple Heart Medal of Honor upon his repatriation back home to the United States. 
 
(The Purple Heart Medal is shown further below). 
 
  



 
 
 

HONORABLE BURIAL AT 
JEFFERSON BARRACKS 
NATIONAL CEMETERY 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: 
 

At the end of World War II in Europe (May 1945) the remains of the 
crewmembers that were “co-mingled” were exhumed and repatriated to the 
National Cemetery at Jefferson Barracks in Saint Louis, Missouri in 1945 
following the surrender of Germany to the Allied Forces. 
 
They were given a formal burial ceremony and laid to rest in Section 79, plots 
439 and 440 on the 13th of December 1945. 
 

 
 
(Photo credit: TravelAdvisor.com) 
 



 

 
 
Above: A satellite image of the section of Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery (Section 
79) where Uncle Bud’s common-grave tombstone (#439) is located. Two other of his 
crewmates are buried at an adjacent gravesite #440. (The direction of NORTH is upwards 
in this image). 



 
 
 



 
 
Above: close-up satellite-image of Section 79 of Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery. 
Below is a stock-photo of the lovely cemetery grounds in autumn colors 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Official Burial at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in Saint Louis, 
Missouri was on 13 December 1949 (according to information 
contained in Service # 0-824985 at Jefferson Barracks.) 
 
 
 
“They flew as a crew, fought as a crew, died as a 
crew, and now they share a common grave for all 
eternity.” 
 
 
 

 



 
(Photo credit and thanks go to “Dan” at the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery) 



 
(The Purple Heart Medal of Honor) 
 

 
OUR MEMORIAL TO UNCLE BUD: 

  
Uncle Bud was but 23 years old - our family is asked to tell his story 
to each generation of family following.  He will then be honored.  Until 
now he was but a little-known story.  He is now a memory—a firm 
part of our family. 
 
The purpose of our research and documentation is to allow the many 
relatives of Bud to share his story and be introduced to an Uncle we 
never knew.  Although his demise ended the Strauss name, we 
dedicate each year’s Veterans Day to his memory. 
 
  



This documentary will once again renew his story. The purpose of our 
research and documentary is to allow the many family-members on 
the Strauss Family side - as well as all the relatives of Uncle Bud - to 
share this story, and as such be introduced to an Uncle we never 
knew much about before our presentation and memorial of his great 
sacrifice. 
 
Now that we have discovered him and have welcomed him into the 
family, we now have four generations whom now know and take pride 
in his amazing story and in the memory of himself. 
 
With knowledge comes memory, and this precious knowledge 
provides us with his legacy.  We honor you Bud, for your bravery and 
sacrifice.   
 
 
Welcome home Bud — you’ve been away far too long… 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
I once was lost but now I’m found… was blind but now I see… 
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* * * * * 
Eloise Gueringer-Strauss (mother of Uncle Bud) became a proud member of the “Gold 
Star Mothers” membership - exclusive to mothers whom have lost a son in combat… 
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